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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the front of the publication or any package in which the publication 
is kept. 


Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled The Long Hard Road Out Of Hell is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The book is the autobiography of the controversial contemporary rock star Marilyn 
Manson. It contains selected episodes from his childhood and teenage years and also 
details some of his experiences forming, touring and recording with his band. There is 
a noticeable focus on antics Manson and his band mates have engaged in particularly 
in relation to sex and illegal drug use. Many of these accounts give the impression that 
they have been deliberately written by Manson in an entertaining manner designed to 
reinforce his reputation as a controversial, wild and ribald rock star/celebrity. However, 
in contrast there is also considerable discussion of Manson's views on life and his 
personal philosophy which presents as being more seriously and objectively written. 
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There are numerous references to sexual activity in the book. Some of these describe 
activities contained in s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993. However, the book does not have any tendency to promote or support these 
activities. There are descriptions of Manson as a high school student having sex with 
other students. These present primarily as autobiographical incidents rather than as 
any encouragement to the reader to be sexually aroused by descriptions of sexual 
activity involving young persons. A horror story written by Manson as a teenager 
briefly describes sexual activity between a man and his dead sister but presents 
primarily as a stylised work of horror rather than as being intended to promote or 
support any necrophilic activity. There are a few brief references to the use of urine 
and excrement in association with sexual and degrading conduct. However, the 
primary focus of these descriptions is on the wild antics the band took part in while 
touring rather than on promoting or supporting these activities. There is also one brief 
reference to bestiality photographs that Manson found as a teenager in his 
grandfather's cellar. 

There are a number of descriptions of sexual and physical conduct of a degrading and 
demeaning nature. The book often describes people, particularly women, in quite a 
degrading and demeaning manner. There are also extensive references to illegal drug 
use and subsequent intoxication. Although some descriptions of drug use show 
pleasant consequences, other descriptions show negative consequences. However, 
there are a substantial number of descriptions presenting illegal drug use as enjoyable 
and fashionable, and this may make the idea of experimenting with illegal drugs 
appealing to younger readers. 

There is also some discussion of religious matters in which Manson makes it clear he 
personally rejects Christianity. While Manson's views may offend some people, the 
book's treatment of religious matters is not such to make the availability of the 
publication likely to be injurious to the public good. 

The unrestricted availability of the book is likely to be injurious to the public good 
because of the clearly adult nature of much of the book's content (especially the sexual 
content), the degrading and demeaning elements, and the extensive references to 
drug use. Much of the sexual material is adult in nature, inappropriate for younger 
readers and may be disturbing to them. Some of the material, especially that 
containing degrading and demeaning elements, may also reinforce negative attitudes 
towards other people in the minds of impressionable young readers. The extensive 
drug references may also make illegal drug use appear appealing to younger readers. 

The provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 have been taken into 
account in determining this classification. This classification represents the minimum 
interference with the freedom of expression consistent with Parliament’s intention to 
prevent likely injury to the public good. 
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